
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
7 December  
Sport Presentation 
Evening 6.30-8pm 
 
8 December 
Yr 7 Science Zoo 
Excursion 
 
11-15 December 
Yr 10 Camp 
 
13-15 December 
Yr 8 Camp 
 

 

Message from the Principal 
CAPITAL WORKS 
In a recent communication with the asset management unit within the DoE I have been 
advised that Erina will receive a  major upgrade of our change rooms and a significant 
injection of funding to manage maintenance. This is warmly welcomed as our students 
deserve a quality learning environment.  Work is estimated to commence early next year. 
 
NEXTGEN CHALLENGE 
Congratulations to Darcy Watterson, Laura 
Sesko, Chelsea Ward, Jordan Cattley, Noah 
Wynter, Jarrod Clark and Harley Doolan who 
won the best Team for the Short challenge 
section at Newcastle University for the recent 
student small business competition. Well 
done students!! 
 
SEMESTER TWO REPORTS 
All junior reports will be available to parents online by Friday 15 December, a text message 
will be sent advising they are available. Please log onto the parent portal to locate the reports 
and contact the school if a hard copy is required. 
 
STAGE 3 TRANSITION 
Term 4 has been incredibly busy as we have hosted a Year 5 and 6 Gala day and the Year 5 
Primary fun day.  This week was Year 6 Orientation day and parent evening Tuesday 5 
December. These programs have provided opportunities for our incoming students to 
experience the diversity of secondary schooling, meet new friends and provide a smoother 
transition to high school. I would like to acknowledge the outstanding work of the staff who 
have facilitated workshops, delivered high quality experiences, watered and fed our guests 
who always leave with big smiles. My thanks to my Primary colleagues for their support and 
to the parents who ensure their children participate. A great learning community!! Access our 
facebook page for some amazing photos of these days!!  
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CAMPS 
Year 8 and 10 are off to camp week 10, with Year 10 going to the Gold Coast and Year 8 to Morriset.  I 
hope students have lots of fun and enjoy time with friends and new experiences. Be safe and look after 
each other!!  Thanks to the year advisers Mr Bangura and Mrs Ruming for facilitating the camps and to 
the staff attending, should be great fun! 
 
2017 HSC 
A great night of celebration at the Year 12 Formal held at Crowne Plaza on 23 November.  After 13 years of schooling the year 
12 2017 cohort celebrated in style. Thank you to Ms Whitefield and Ms Kruit for organising such a gala event. We eagerly await 
our HSC results which will be available to students on Thursday 14 December. EHS will host a BBQ breakfast commencing at 
8am so we can join in congratulating our students and their success. 
 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS!! 
As the 2017 school year comes to an end I would like to sincerely thank the teaching staff for their 
outstanding work every day where quality teaching and learning is delivered. To our support staff who 
are the back bone of our school and continue to provide quality service to our staff, students and 
parents I appreciate their commitment and support. My thanks also to our wonderful students who 
continue to shine and reach new heights and my genuine and heartfelt thanks to our parents and 
community members who continue to support Erina High School in our endeavour to be the local 
school of choice. 
 
 
As this is the last newsletter for the year I would like to wish staff, students and parents a very Merry 
Christmas and a safe and happy vacation. 
 

 
School resumes on: 
Monday 29 January Staff only – office open for enquiries  
Tuesday 30 January  for year 7, 11 and 12 
Wednesday 31 January  for all year groups 
 
Enjoy, be safe and take care of one another. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
Mrs Karen Nicol 
Principal 
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Visual Arts 2017 
Our 12 H.S.C. Bodies of Work 

This year we have some amazing work from our Year Twelve students. I am so pleased to be able to show you the work our 
students have spent most of the year completing. This year we were fortunate to have two classes in Year Twelve and our 
students were able gain support both from the youth, creativity and enthusiasm of Ms. Slocombe as well as the experience and 
marking expertise of myself. All students have been working through innovation and diligence over a prolonged time to create 
Bodies of Work which have been particularly inventive in their concepts and presentation this year. We are so proud of their 
results. Well done !!! 

Here are some of the brilliant results. ….  
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HSC SHOWCASE  
Congratulations to all Visual Art, Timber and Textiles students who presented their work 15 November.  Families and friends 
were very impressed with their Major Projects and enjoyed the wonderful food and tea/coffee offered by our Year 12 Hospitality 
team.  As you can see from our photos, our regular Year 7/8 STEM club students very much enjoyed being served hot chocolate 
and treats. 
 
VARIETY NIGHT 
Our Variety Night this year was a great success. Students performed brilliantly in front of their family and friends. The audience 
was amazing, cheering all acts on enthusiastically. A big shout out to our young stage crew who did a wonderful job of presenting 
a fluid and enigmatic production. Ms. Pennings and Mr. Quinn were also presenting their incredible talents that night helping 
those bands who needed an extra pair of hands. Well done to all those involved. 
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HSIE FAULTY 
 
There have been many excursions happening in the HSIE faculty during Term 4 to help reinforce learning in the classroom. 
 
ILLUMINATE NEXTGEN CHALLENGE: YEAR 9 COMMERCE ARE WINNERS! 
Year 9 Commerce students participated in the University of Newcastle’s NextGen Business Development Competition where they 
were awarded the ‘Best Small Challenges Award’. This is the second year in a row that our students have been awarded one of 
the coveted awards. Students who participated were Darcey Watterson, Laura Sesko, Noah Wynter, Jarrod Clark, Jordan 
Cattley, Chelsea Ward and Harley Doolan. The students were put into teams to develop a business that solves the problem in our 
community of limited access to Central Coast local produce. To prove the effectiveness of the business, students had to produce 
a business plan with two years of financial forecasting, deliver a sales pitch, create elements of a marketing strategy including 
radio and newspaper advertisements, all while undertaking a number of smaller challenges along the way too. The skills learnt 
were not just ones useful for running a business, as students learnt about stress and team management, independent learning, 
budgeting, planning, creative thinking and speaking in public which will impact them for the rest of their schooling and working 
lives. Congratulations team Erina! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FUTURE COUNCIL INITIATIVE  
Year 9 Commerce students spent a day at the Gosford Council Chambers 
learning about issues concerning the local environment. Future Council is a 
partnership program between Central Coast Council and Rumbalara 
Environmental Education Centre centred on teaching students about civics 
and citizenship and local government decision making. The students debated 
on real local issues they are passionate about and cast a vote on behalf of 
their community, just like a real Councillor, with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor 
in the Chair. Issues debated were on the development of a music festival 
site, coastal management, plastic bag ban, community resilience with 
extreme weather events, sustainable housing, companion animals, changes 
to residential waste services, bicycle infrastructure and a bike share program/partnership, development of a large youth centre 
and marine parks. The students were able to take away this knowledge and hopefully become more informed community 
members who can participate in the local decision making processes.  
 
HSC GEOGRAPHY FIELD TRIP TO AVOCA LAGOON 
The Year 12 Geography students travelled to Avoca Lagoon on the 15 November to carry out fieldwork for their ‘Ecosystems at 
Risk’ case study. The excursion involved a kayak survey of the foreshore to look at human influences on the lagoon and then 
water testing of the lagoon to gauge water quality. The students represented the school in a great manner and were enthusiastic 
and thoroughly wet during the day. The students now have an excellent case study to use in their HSC examination questions.  
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BRISBANE WATER ZONE GALA DAY 
 
Congratulations to our 40 students from Year 7 & 8 who recently represented Erina HS at the 3rd  Annual Brisbane Water Zone 
Gala Day held at Adcock Park. Our students played a round robin tournament in the sports of Kick Tennis, End Zone, Modified 
Netball and Ultimate Frisbee against all of the high schools in our zone. Our students represented Erina with great pride, learnt 
some new skills and had a lot of fun playing some new sports. Well done team Erina! 
 
Grant Keyes 
 Erina High School 
 PDHPE Co-ordinator/CHS Sports Organiser 
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YEAR 10 UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE SCHOOLS VISIT DAY 
 
Year 10 had a fantastic day at the University of Newcastle, Ourimbah Campus on Thursday 23 November. The students attended 
numerous workshops, which focussed on a variety of different courses offered at UON. These workshops included: education, 
nursing and  engineering among many others. The students received a taste of what University life is like and thoroughly enjoyed 
the independence and relaxing on the lounge chairs in the sun. I am positive that all our Year 10 students have taken away a 
positive attitude toward their future studies and the options available to them after they finish their time at Erina High School.  
 
Ms Pursehouse/Ms Keane 
Careers and Transition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NSW GOALBALL TEAM 
 
Congratulations to Makayla Reilly of Year 7 who has been selected in the NSW 
U15's Mixed Goalball team to compete at the Pacific School Games held in 
Adelaide in December. Makayla had to trial in Sydney in June to be selected in 
the 6 person team.  
 
At the Pacific School Games, Makayla will represent NSW against the other 
states and a few special guest international teams. Well done Makayla and best 
of luck in Adelaide. 
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BARKAN 
“BOOMERANG” IN DARKINJUNG 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
 
Leightham and Bailey Carney have been offered an Academy 
Scholarship to the Central Coast Academy of Sport.  These 
young men were two of the 20 selected after participating in 
the Indigenous Talent ID event. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Blake Dobbs-Finn has won School Based Traineeship with the ANZ 
Bank.  This is a wonderful opportunity to gain work experience whilst 
still attending school for Years 11 and 12. 
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